Circadian clock speed increases during aging in the male Syrian hamster: A large-scale study.
There are conflicting reports in the literature as to whether or not the circadian period in Syrian hamsters shortens with age, and those studies were conducted with small sample sizes. This report mines data from a large number of experiments resulting in more than 1000 measurements of circadian period in hamsters during aging up to 6 months, and this was correlated with both age and weight. Circadian period was calculated while hamsters were in running wheels in constant darkness. There is a weak correlation between hamster weight and circadian period, and there is significant shortening of circadian period during aging.